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Announcement of Quorum Call to Order/Welcome:  John Lawton, Secretary, indicated that a quorum was present so David Mason, Co-State Chairman, called the meeting to order at 8:33 PM EDT.
 
Present were: David Mason, Steve Mocco, Mervin Ford, Bill Crum, JT Taylor, John Lawton, Steven Price, Desmond Moore, Joshua Grube, Jamey Ketler, Chris McNealy, Zach Deaton (9:22) Kate Mocco, Shawn Sheldon, Josh McIntosh, Conor Beebe, Dwight Spence, Hunter Hill, Jeremiah LaFountain, Eric Lamazares, Tom McMath, Jim Prendergast, Erik Manning and Paul Bess. 
Absent were: Jonathan Ramsey, Michael Palazzo, Zach Deaton, Michael LoGuidice, Graham Smith, Aaron Burnley, Travis Laxton, Alfonso Rojas, Humberto Miret, Clint Thompson, Roy Wolgamuth, Jonathan Myers, Dante Jiovenetta and Michael DiGrigoli.
Guest present: Marco Leal

Report of Area Meetings; 

A Northeast - Chris McNealy reported the Northeast Area meeting was held on August 9. John Lawton hosted the meeting and announced the Quorum or 5 was satisfied. McNealy said the following were elected:
Area Director – Chris McNealy
Directors – Hunter Hill and Dwight Spence
Alternate – Paul Bess

B Northwest – Jeremiah LaFountain reported the Northwest Area meeting was held on August 19. John Lawton who started the meeting announced a quorum was met. LaFountain said those elected were
Area Director – Zach Deaton
Directors - Travis Laxton and Jeremiah LaFountain
Alternate – Jonathan Myers

C South - Kate Mocco reported the South Area meeting was held on August 19.
Mocco said the Quorum not met as only 19 or 27 required were present.

Bill Crum made a motion, 2nd by Mervin Ford, that the Board should vote in the people who won the vote at the Area Meeting. The motion was passed without objection.

Those voted in at the Area Meeting were:

Area Director - Kate Mocco 
Directors – Eric Lamazaares, John Herl and Alexis Badillo
Alternate – Marco Leal

Regular Monthly Business
A - Approval of Minutes – David Mason made a motion, 2nd by John Lawton, to approve the Minutes of Board of Directors Monthly Meeting on July 2, 2025. The motion was passed without objection.

B - Membership Reports – John Lawton reported the two sets of figures below.
	Final 2024-25
Athletes – 	4,727 + 11%, new 61%
Leaders – 	551 +13% new 40%
Clubs – 	104 +0% new 23%
Events – 	42 – 22%
Income - 	$86,106 + 18.42%

2025-26 as of August 26, 2025
Athletes – 	241 + 460%, new 37%
Leaders – 	38 +533% new 8%
Clubs – 	9 +0% new 22%
Events – 	2 + 200%
Income - 	$4,991 + 462%

John Lawton made a motion, 2nd by David Mason, to approved the Membership Report. The motion passed without objection.

C - Financial Report: – JT Taylor announced the following figures as FAWA’s Financial Status as of July 31, 2025.

Checking 	 $200,820.42 
Savings 	 $8,123.51
Venmo		 $0.00
BOA Cash Back $7,777.38
Total Monies	 $216,721.31
Net Income 	$128, 079.91

July 2025 Financial Reports
i Statement of Financial Position
ii YTD Activity by Class
iii Statement of Activity by Class for month of July
two other reports comparing 24-25 data against 23-24 data

JT Taylor made a motion 2nd by Jeremiah LaFountain to approve the Financial Report. The motion was passed without objection.

Continuing Business

1- Father Devine -

i Vandalism incident Update – David Mason reported there are still some issues that need to be settled before the FAWA check is sent to Venice. 

2- Update on 2026-29 Boys 14u National Duals at Wiregrass Ranch hosted by FAWA; Jamey Ketler – The 14u Duals Event Committee is comprised of Jamey Ketler, David Mason, Steven Price, Jonathan Ramsey, JT Taylor, Kate Mocco and Zach Deaton.

During the USA Wrestling State Association Call on Monday, questions were asked about the dates of the tourney posted on the USA Events page showing the dates as June 7-11. If the dates are different, then we need to get USAW to correct the dates.

Coach Ketler said he is putting together contracts. One of the keys is the number of rooms that we need to provide for Team Florida, Referees and USAW staff as we need to put down deposits for hotels.

There was a discussion about which hotel will be the host hotel as a hotel that is not the closest has made some attractive offers about hosting the official socials.

3- Incident Report involving staff at Girls National Duals Update – David Mason reported 
· Safe Sport incident report filed and both Coaches were cleared through SS - follow up at the local level per recommendation was done. Osceola staff have filed police reports at the local level. No update as of today.

· Both Coaches will remain ineligible for the National Teams position pending investigation results. After adjudication is complete, the National Team’s staff will have a recommendation regarding the 2026 Summer.
4- Report of State Leaders Summit Colorado Springs, August 6-8; Meeting Attendees were David Mason, John Lawton, Bill Crum, JT Taylor and Jamey Ketler. David Mason reported
Major takeaways: 
· Eligibility change: any athlete who competes for another country (anyone who applies for a UWW card for another country) *These athletes will not be eligible for individual USAW Regional or National level events that serve as qualifiers for World Team Qualifiers; I.E. US Open/WTT and FARGO. How does this affect us as a state and what will be our operating protocol for these ineligible athletes at our qualifiers for these events - our FS/G States would directly be affected by this decision
· No major price changes for athlete membership cards. We have the ability to increase prices as we see the need. The Executive and Finance Committee will have recommendations for card pricing at the Annual Meeting.
· The Fargo schedule for next year will not be the same. The women will go last. The tournament has become so large that this will be the last year that both genders will wrestle at Fargo. It is the recommendation of the women’s council that they move their event to a different location and/or time to accommodate the growth of the event. Anyone who was at Fargo this year realizes that it has outgrown the schedule and the capabilities of the current semantics. We will update you as these decisions reach the next level of planning and approval.
5- Annual Meeting in Orlando Schedule Update – JT Taylor

ByLaws – “Board members are required to be current leader members of USAW no later than October 1. 
Members who have not completed their membership renewal but have started the process by completing their Safe Sports requirement for the year will be counted toward a quorum and as voting members during the month of September. 
Members who have not begun the renewal process by the date of the Annual meeting in September shall be considered “temporarily vacant” and may participate in the Annual meeting and Board meetings but may not vote or be counted toward a quorum. 
As of October 1, any Board Member who has not completed his or her membership renewal shall be deleted from the Board and the seat will be considered vacant.”


Discussion Topic:
· We are currently taking a deep dive into our BOD set up and positions. We are also appointing a committee to look at the area boundaries and the need to update. 
· We have a recommendation on the floor from Chris McNealy regarding the Northeast and Northwest area alignment.
· Our Membership Director is currently not included in our voting system, as the position has not been deemed an elected position. This position comes with a $400 a month stipend - requiring annual approval. 

New Business

USA Wrestling Membership Procedures – John Lawton reported that Club Charter applications must now include the type of facility that serves as the Practice location.

Also, although Membership is open for sales for the 25-26 season, insurance certificates will not be provided until at least September 2 as USAW is still working on a new agreement with their insurance carrier.

1-Executive Board Member Reports

A1 – Co-State Chairman, David Mason reported the new website had over one million views since Fargo which is many times higher than the previous months. Mason applauded the recent work done on the site by Dan Ward. 

A2 – Co-State Chairman, Steve Mocco

B – Vice Chairman, Mervin Ford:

C – President, Bill Crum
D – Treasurer, Jonathan Taylor
E – Secretary, John Lawton reported BOA increased Credit Card limit to $35,000

F – Events Director, Steven Price;

i Location of 2026 Father Devine – George Jenkins High in Lakeland? 

ii 2026 Folkstyle States – Jensen Beach, FHSAA States are March 5-7, 2026
Weekend after dates are March 13-15? Steven Price reported that Coach McMath is working to tie down the dates with school staff.

iii 2026 FAWA Freestyle and Greco States 

G – State Teams Director, JD Ramsey; Report on Fargo absent

H – Women’s Director, Desmond Moore; Report on Fargo; Coach Morre reported on the improved success of the Women’s team. 
For 16u there were 23 wrestlers with 7 winning 4+ matches and a combined record of 54 wins vs 45 defeats. 
For Juniors there were 33 wrestlers with a combined record of 107 wins vs 66 losses. 12 wrestlers won 4+ bouts, 8 won 3, 7 won 2, 3 won a single bout with only 3 wrestlers going 0-2.  

J – Officials Director, Joshua Grube, 

2-Area Director Reports New Clubs and Tourneys in Area
A Northeast - Chris McNealy

B Northwest – Zach Deaton; 

C Central – Jamey Ketler; 
New Club: Fivay Falcons, Hudson, Director Michael LoGuidice 
Tournaments Lake Gibson, August 30, Brandon September 13

D East – Michael Palazzo; Steve Price reported Spartan will host a Super 32 Prep Camp on September 6. They will also host Youth Duals in December.

E South – Kate Mocco; 
New Clubs: Bad Bay, Cypress Bay High School, Director Walt Weidler; 
Miami Palmetto High School Team Program, Director Anthony Fadelle.

Tourneys - The YIC will host Impact Duals on 6-8 mats on November 24. JT Taylor reported the Boys team duals are full but there are still openings for Girls and Youth team duals.
The Seahorse will move to Cardinal Gibbons and be held on November 28-29

F Southeast - Shawn Sheldon is hoping to host a tourney in October or early November at West Boca High.
 
G Southwest – Josh McIntosh; 

3-	Open Floor: Tour of Florida hosts for 24-25 will have first choice of dates for 25-26. Please reach out to Steve Price or Mason for more information. There is a RSVP Google Document we are using to organize the schedule. 
TOF Host Questionnaire

4- The Next Board Meeting date will be the Annual Meeting on September 6, 2025.

Meeting Adjournment; David Mason made a motion to adjourn the meeting 2nd by Chris McNealy. The motion was passed with no objections. The meeting was adjourned at 10:23 PM EDT

Minutes prepared by John Lawton, Secretary, FAWA jlawton@floridausaw.org (727) 479-3978
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